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Olivet Presbyterian Church 
 The Lord’s Day, September 28, 2025 

Prelude                             Preparation for Worship 

Welcome and Announcements                                         Pastor Chip McArthur 

*Call to Worship                                

h sing to the LORD a new song;  
sing to the LORD, all the earth!  
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;  

 tell of his salvation from day to day.  
Declare his glory among the nations,  
 his marvelous works among all the peoples!  
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;  
 he is to be feared above all gods.  
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,  
 but the LORD made the heavens.  
Splendor and majesty are before him;  
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  
 
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!  
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
‘Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  
 tremble before him, all the earth! 

(Psalm 96:1–9, ESV)  

*Hymn 115     All Creatures of Our God and King                           All 

*Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer   

*Hymn 100                Holy, Holy, Holy!                              All 

Scripture Meditation                           Pastor Austin Simpson 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  
 

For who has known the mind of the Lord,  
 or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has given a gift to him  
 that he might be repaid? 

 

For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
  
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Romans 11:32–12:2, ESV)  

Prayer of Confession and Intercession     

His Tithes & Our Offerings     

*Doxology     

*Prayer of Thanksgiving       

*Hymn 87           The Lord’s My Shepherd (Psalm 23)                            All 

Children’s Message                        Pastor Simpson 
(Children aged 3 to 5 years dismissed to Children’s Church Program) 

Scripture Reading                              Isaiah 43:1-7 

Sermon                              Created for God’s Glory                               Pastor McArthur 

*Hymn 94                How Firm a Foundation                                       All 

*Benediction 

*Offering of Praise 735                The Gloria Patri                                                           All 

*Postlude    
*Those who are able, please stand. 

 
 
Today at Olivet 

  8:50 am   Early Prayer (Pastor’s Study) 

  9:00 am   Sunday School 

10:00 am   Morning Worship Service * 

  5:00 pm   Choir Practice 

  6:00 pm   Children’s Groups and Adult Bible Study 

*Note:  There will be a brief meeting of the Women in the Church down front 
following this morning’s worship service.   Also, at that same time, the 
Missions Committee will meet in the Conference Room 

This Week at Olivet 
 Tuesday   Officer Training, 7 pm (Conference Room) 

O 



 Wednesday  Youth Group Meets, 6 pm 
      Prayer Meeting, 7 pm (Conference Room)  

Next Sunday – Homecoming 
     Don’t miss Olivet’s annual Homecoming celebration scheduled for next Sunday Our guest 
preacher is the Rev. Mark Ashbaugh, Campus Minister for Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) 
at Winthrop University.    

 Please remember that we will be on a modified schedule: 

   9:00 am Sunday School 

   10:00 am Annual Meeting of the Olivet Cemetery Association 

   10:30 am Morning Worship, with the Lord’s Supper 

   12:00 pm “Dinner on the Grounds” (Bring a covered dish) 

    (Note: No evening ministries on Homecoming Sunday) 

 Everyone’s invited.  Please help spread the word!   

Looking Ahead (Please Mark Your Calendars!) 
 October 23  Men of the Covenant Supper at Bethel PCA, Clover (see note below) 

 October 26  Congregational Meeting (See note below), following Morning Worship 
Service. 

 November 14  Olivet hosts Winthrop’s RUF group for annual Barn Dance (Picnic 
Shelter- 

 November 23  Annual Thanksgiving Service, 6 pm - At Olivet 

Flowers 
 The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given in loving memory of Israel David Plyler.  

Attention Men!  
     Bethel Presbyterian Church, 2445 Hwy. 557, Clover, SC will host a Fellowship Presbytery Men 
of the Covenant Meeting at 6:30 pm on Thursday, October 23rd.  They’ll need to know by 
October 9th how many men from each church plan to attend in order to set up our Family Life 
Center and order enough food for everyone.   

 The guest speaker will be Dr. Dean Faulkner, Lead Pastor at South Charlotte Presbyterian 
Church and the Director of RTS Charlotte’s Center for Church Planting.  We will plan to have a 
BBQ meal and the cost per person will be $15.00. One person from each church is asked to call 
James Long at 803-627-3128 or email him at jlong611@bellsouth.net with the name of your 
church and the number of men planning to attend by October 9th. 

Operation Christmas Child 
      This fall Olivet will once again be participating in Samaritan Purse’s Operation Christmas 
Child. Contributions of items for the shoeboxes may be placed in the Ladies’ Sunday School 
room.    

Called Congregational Meeting 

     The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, October 26, 2025, following 
the Morning Worship Service, for the purpose of electing a pulpit committee to begin the 
search for a new pastor.   As most know, Pastor Chip has announced his intention to retire 
next May.   Relevant rules for the process of congregational selection of a new pastor in the 
PCA are specified in our Book of Church Order, paragraphs 20-2 and 23-1(c): 

20-2 Every church should be under the pastoral oversight of a minister, and when 
a church has no pastor it should seek to secure one without delay. A church shall 
proceed to elect a pastor in the following manner: The Session shall call a 
congregational meeting to elect a pulpit committee which may be composed of 
members from the congregation at large or the Session, as designated by the 
congregation (see BCO 25). The pulpit committee shall, after consultation and 
deliberation, recommend to the congregation a pastoral candidate who, in its 
judgment, fulfills the Constitutional requirements of that office (e.g., BCO 8, 13-6 
and 21) and is most suited to be profitable to the spiritual interests of the 
congregation (cf. BCO 20-6). The Session shall order a congregational meeting to 
convene at the regular place of worship. Public notice of the time, place, and 
purpose of this meeting shall be given at least one week prior to the time of the 
meeting. 

23-1(c) The associate or assistant pastors may continue to serve a congregation 
when the pastoral relation of the senior pastor is dissolved, but they may not 
normally succeed the senior pastor without an intervening term of service in a 
different field of labor. However a congregation by a secret ballot with four-fifths 
(4/5) majority vote may petition Presbytery for an exception which by a three-
fourths (3/4) majority vote Presbytery may grant. Presbytery needs to determine if 
the dissolution of the pastoral relationship with the senior pastor was brought 
about in Christian love and good order on the part of the parties concerned. 

Faith Promise for World Missions 
2025 Faith Promise Pledged, April 30, 2025  $ 14,460.00 
2025 Faith Promise Received to date    $ 7,255.00 

Church Budget Matters  
 Receipts to Date     $ 166,516.63 
 Budget requirements to Date   $ 171,374.80 
 Difference          -$ 4,858.17 

Collection Duty 
September   Brian Carlisle, John Hawley, Michael Laws 
October    Brent Christenberry, Jamie Clinton 

Nursery Team 
Today (9/28)   Kathy Fairfax, Maddie Sikes 
Next Sunday (10/5)  Donna McArthur, Megan Covington 

Children’s Church Team 

mailto:jlong611@bellsouth.net


Today (9/28)  Lorie Hawley, Roy Clinton 
Next Sunday (10/5) Brenda Nance, Jane Harshaw  
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